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8th Grade U.S. History Final Study Guide 

Unit 1: The Civil War 
1.​ Compromise of 1850 

 
 
 
 

 
2.​ Styles of Warfare 

 
 
 

 
3.​ Emancipation Proclamation 

 
 
 

4.​ President Lincoln’s Re-Election 
 
 
 

5.​ Battle of the Ironclads: March 9th, 1862 
 
 

6.​ Battle of Fredericksburg 
 

 
 

7.​ Battle of Gettysburg 
 
 
 
 

 
8.​ General Sherman 

 
 
 
 
 



Unit 2: The Gilded Age/2nd Industrial Revolution 
 

1.​ Jim Crow Laws 
 

 
 

2.​ Railroads in the 19th Century 
 

 
 

3.​ Immigration 
 

 
 

4.​ Cities 
 

 
 

5.​ Working/Unions/Strikes 
 
 

 
6.​ Big Business/Muckrakers 

 
 
 
 
Unit 3: The Progressive Era 

 
1.​ Theodore Roosevelt 

 
 

 
2.​ William Howard Taft 

 
 

3.​ Woodrow Wilson 
 

 
4.​ Foreign Policy 

 
 
 

 



5.​ Founding Fathers, Progressives and Human Nature 
 
 
 

 
6.​ Spanish American War 

 
 
 

7.​ Panama Canal 
 

 
 

8.​ Teller Amendment 
 
 

 
9.​ Platt Amendment 

 
 
 

Unit 4: The “Great War” 
1.​ Black Hands 

 
 

2.​ Battle of Verdun 
 
 

3.​ Battle of The Somme 
 

 
4.​ Allied Powers 

 
 

5.​ Central Powers 
 
 

6.​ Armistice Day 
 

 
7.​ Schlieffen Plan 

 
 

 



Unit 5/6: The Roaring Twenties and The Great Depression 
1.​ Prohibition 

 
 

2.​ The Great Migration and the Harlem Renaissance 
 
 

 
3.​ Prosperity and Technology 

 
 

 
4.​ Hoovervilles 

 
 
 

5.​ Bonus Army 
 
 
 

6.​ Great Depression and the Banks 
 

 
 

 
7.​ Mass Unemployment 

 
 

 
8.​ Dust Bowl 

 
 

 
9.​ FDR & the New Deal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Unit 7: The Rise of Totalitarianism 
1.​ Russian Revolution 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.​ Hitler’s Foreign Policy 

a.​ Rearmament of  Germany 
b.​ Remilitarization of the Rhineland 
c.​ Annexation of Austria (Anschluss-means unification)  
d.​ Annexation of the Sudetenland 
e.​ Invasion of Czechoslovakia 
f.​ Invasion of Poland *Starts WWII 

 
 
Unit 8: WWII 

1.​ Operation Husky 
 

 
2.​ Operation Overlord 

 
 

 
3.​ Doolittle Raid 

 
 

 
4.​ Atlantic Wall 

 
 

5.​ Battle of the Bulge 
 
 
 
 

 
6.​ U.S. Assistance 

 
 
 

 



7.​ Pearl Harbor 
 
 
 

8.​ Holocaust/Concentration Camps 
 
 

 
9.​ Battle of Midway 

 
 
 

10.​Battle of Stalingrad 
 
 
 

11.​End of WWII 
 
 
 
 

 
12.​Nuremberg Trials 

 
 
 
 

 
Unit 9: Rise of the Cold War 

1.​ Berlin Airlift 
 
 

 
 

2.​ Korean War 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Unit 10: 1960s 
1.​ The Great Society 

 
 
 

 
2.​ Bay of Pigs 

 
 
 

 
3.​ Cuban Missile Crisis 

 
 
 

 
4.​ Vietnam War/Vietnamization 

 
 
 
 
 

 
5.​ Brown V Board of Education 

 
 

 
6.​ Little Rock Nine 

 
 

 
7.​ Freedom Rides 

 
 

 
8.​ Black Panthers 

 
 

9.​ Watergate Scandal 
 
 
 
 

 



Amendments: 
1.​ 13th Amendment: Abolish of slavery 

 

2.​ 14th Amendment: All men born in US are citizens 

 

3.​ 15th Amendment:  Right to vote, not denied by race 

 

4.​ 16th Amendment: Congress can collect income taxes 

 

5.​ 17th Amendment: Election of Senators by the People 

 

6.​ 18th Amendment: Prohibition/Alcohol is illegal 

 

7.​ 19th Amendment: Women’s Right to Vote 

 

 
People: 

1.​ John D. Rockefeller 
 
 

2.​ Andrew Carnegie 
 
 

3.​ J. Pierpont Morgan 
 
 

4.​ William “Boss” Tweed 
 
 

5.​ Dwight Eisenhower 
 
 

6.​ Winston Churchill 
 
 
 

7.​ Josef Stalin 
 

 



8.​ Vladimir Lenin 
 

 
9.​ General Patton 

 
 

10.​Hermann Goering 
 
 

11.​Adolf Hitler 
 
 

12.​Emperor Hirohito/General Tojo 
 
 

13.​Gavrilo Princip 
 
 

14.​Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
 
 

15.​Kaiser Wilhelm II 
 
 

16.​Clavin Coolidge 
 
 

17.​Joseph McCarthy 
 
 

 
 

18.​John F. Kennedy/Robert Kennedy 
 
 
 

 
19.​Martin Luther King Jr 

 
 
 

20.​Malcolm X 
 

 


