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"Most of my predecessors in this place have commended him who made this speech part of the 

law, telling us that it is well that it should be delivered at the burial of those who fall in battle. For 

myself, I should have thought that the worth which had displayed itself in deeds would be 

sufficiently rewarded by honors also shown by deeds; such as you now see in this funeral 

prepared at the people's cost. And I could have wished that the reputations of many brave men 

were not to be imperiled in the mouth of a single individual, to stand or fall according as he 

spoke well or ill. For it is hard to speak properly upon a subject where it is even difficult to 

convince your hearers that you are speaking the truth. On the one hand, the friend who is 

familiar with every fact of the story may think that some point has not been set forth with that 

fullness which he wishes and knows it to deserve; on the other, he who is a stranger to the 

matter may be led by envy to suspect exaggeration if he hears anything above his own nature… 

 

…"So died these men as became Athenians. You, their survivors, must determine to have as 

unfaltering a resolution in the field, though you may pray that it may have a happier issue. And 

not contented with ideas derived only from words of the advantages which are bound up with 

the defense of your country, though these would furnish a valuable text to a speaker even 

before an audience so alive to them as the present, you must yourselves realize the power of 

Athens, and feed your eyes upon her from day to day, till love of her fills your hearts; and then, 

when all her greatness shall break upon you, you must reflect that it was by courage, sense of 

duty, and a keen feeling of honor in action that men were enabled to win all this, and that no 

personal failure in an enterprise could make them consent to deprive their country of their valor, 



but they laid it at her feet as the most glorious contribution that they could offer. For this offering 

of their lives made in common by them all they each of them individually received that renown 

which never grows old...These take as your model and, judging happiness to be the fruit of 

freedom and freedom of valor, never decline the dangers of war. 

 

"My task is now finished. I have performed it to the best of my ability, and in word, at least, the 

requirements of the law are now satisfied. If deeds be in question, those who are here interred 

have received part of their honors already, and for the rest, their children will be brought up till 

manhood at the public expense: the state thus offers a valuable prize, as the garland of victory 

in this race of valor, for the reward both of those who have fallen and their survivors. And where 

the rewards for merit are greatest, there are found the best citizens. 

 


