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Vocabulary 
1. Pauper: A poor person 

2. Indignant: showing anger or annoyance at something that seems to be unfair treatment 

3. Scepter: decorated staff carried by rulers on ceremonial occasions as a symbol of 
sovereignty. 
 

4. Pageant: public celebration or procession with people in colorful costumes 

5. Fiend: wicked or cruel person 

6. Perplexed: confused or puzzled 

7. Jovial: cheerful and friendly/happy 

8. Mendicancy: begging 

9. Usurper: person who takes a position of power or importance illegally or by force 

10. Scourging: to whip someone as a punishment 

11. Acquit: to be found not guilty or have charges dropped 

12. Offal: refuse/trash or waste material 

13. Fortitude: courage in pain or adversity 

14. Homage: honor or respect shown publicly 

15. Gilt: covered with a thin layer of gold or gold paint 

 
 
 
 



 
People 
Tom Canty: dreamed of seeing a real prince, treated well/taught by Father 
Andrew 
 
Edward of Wales: switches clothes with Tom because they are both curious 
about each others lives 
 
Henry VIII: Father of Edward VI (Edward of Wales) 

John Canty: very mean to Tom/Edward, kills Father Andrew and then runs 
to “The Ruffler” 
 
Hugo: Hates Edward, especially after Edward beats him in a duel. He tries 
to humiliate him but making a fake wound but ends up framing him for a 
crime 
 
Prissy & Margery: young girls who believed Edward was the king 

Bet & Nan: Tom’s sisters who were always nice to him 

The Hermit: Believed Edward was the true king, then tried to kill him 

Miles Hendon: Edwards rescuer, convinces Edward that God allows 
everything in his time and to not fight the constable. Gets denied by his 
brother Hugh so his brother can keep his property. Becomes an earl after 
taking Edwards lashes and goes to London to see Humphrey Marlow 
 
Blake Andrews: Faithful servant of Miles, brings them food and information 
when they are in prison 
 
Lady Edith: Finally is able to marry Miles 

Lord Hertford: Edwards’s uncle and protector. 



Lord St. John: commits treason when he questions if Tom is truly the prince 

When Tom is in the palace: has to go along with the lie because the king 
orders him to not deny he’s a prince. He sets all the cases before him free 
because of lack of evidence. His first act is to free the Duke of Norfolk. He 
ends up forgetting his life and doesn’t like thinking about the other people 
but he wants to escape when he sees his mother. Tom becomes the King’s 
Ward at the end and he is in charge of Christ’s Church. 
 

When Edward is on the streets: Believes the hermit is safe because he’s 
“praying” but he has a skull on a book and believes that he is an archangel. 
Fleas the farmhouse because John  Canty and Hugo show up. Edward 
learns about the unjust English laws. Gets blamed for stealing a pig, but the 
value of the pig is lowered so he doesn’t hang. The judge is fair and 
compassionate. Watches 2 women get burned at the stake for being 
Baptist. Tom has to remind Edward where the seal is to prove he is the real 
king because he put in a…………….. 
 
 
The theme “appearances can be deceiving” is a central theme in this novel. Explain in detail 3 
instances where this theme is evident. 


