Name Level

Virtue Portrait Essay Homework Guide

Goal: Write a thoughtful rough draft that explains your portrait choices in your own words. You will refine this
into a final statement to accompany your artwork.

Timeline: List of references for biography November 7. In-class checkpoint November 12. Rough draft due
November 14. Final essay due with artwork December 17.

Rough Draft Prompts (Answer in complete sentences) due Nov. 14

1. Subject & Virtue: Who did you choose to portray, and which virtue does this person embody? Why did
you select this particular virtue?

2. Visual Choices: Describe at least three specific artistic decisions you made (lighting, composition,
color/value, pose, expression, mark-making) and explain how each one helps communicate the virtue.

3. Technical Challenges: What was the hardest part of creating accurate likeness or expressing
character? How did you work through it?

4. Media Reasoning: Why did you choose graphite or watercolor for this portrait? How does that medium
support your message?

5. Research & References: List your photo references and one biographical source. Explain how you
translated (not copied) the reference into your own interpretation.

6. Personal Reflection: What surprised you during this process? What habit or skill from this unit will you
carry forward?

Writing Requirements

Length: 400—-600 words (rough draft); you'll distill this to 150—200 words for the final statement
Voice: First person; use "|" to describe your decisions

Specificity: Name colors, values, edges, planes—show you understand the vocabulary
Honesty: Acknowledge struggles and revisions; this is a learning reflection

Submission Checklist

[J Answered all six prompts in complete sentences

[(J Met word count (400—600 words)

[J Used at least five unit vocabulary terms correctly

[J Included two specific process moments unique to your experience
[ Listed references (photos + one biographical source)

[ Labeled all your work with full name & date

[J Completed in-class paragraph checkpoint



Grading Rubric (Rough Draft)

Criteria Points
Completeness 20
Specificity & 25
Vocabulary
Personal Voice & 20
Honesty

Connection to Artwork 20

Integrity & Originality 15

What It Looks Like
All six prompts answered; meets word count

Uses unit terms accurately; describes concrete choices (not
vague generalities)

Sounds like you; acknowledges challenges; matches in-class
writing sample

Clear link between written explanations and visible decisions
in the portrait

Unique process details; no Al flags; references cited;
conference-ready

In-Class Writing Workshop Schedule

Monday, November 3: Writing workshop — draft responses to prompts 1-2 (Subject & Virtue, Visual Choices)

Monday, November 10: Writing workshop — draft responses to prompts 3—4 (Technical Challenges, Media

Reasoning)

Monday, November 17: Writing workshop — draft responses to prompts 5-6 (Research & References,

Personal Reflection)

Monday, December 1: Writing workshop — revise and polish full rough draft for submission

Monday, December 8: Writing workshop — distill rough draft into final 150-200 word statement

Final Essay Submission Checklist, due Dec. 17

[J Answered all six prompts in complete sentences

[J Met word count (400—600 words)

[ Used at least five unit vocabulary terms correctly

[J Included two specific process moments unique to your experience
[J Listed references (photos + one biographical source)

[ Labeled your work

[J Completed in-class paragraph checkpoint



Final Essay Grading Rubric

Criteria Points
Clarity & Focus 30
Vocabulary & 25
Precision
Connection to 25
Artwork
Voice & Polish 20

Al-Tool Integrity Checks

What It Looks Like
Concise explanation of virtue and key artistic choices; no filler

Uses technical terms accurately; specific visual details

Statement directly reflects what's visible in the portrait

Sounds serious yet personal; free of errors; meets 150-200
word count

Your writing and ideas must be your own. Al-generated text or ideas will be flagged and will result in a zero
and disciplinary action.

Hand-written draft: You may submit a hand-written rough draft (legible, in pen) to verify original

thinking.

In-class writing checkpoint (Nov. 12): You'll write one paragraph in class (choose any prompt above)
before submitting your full draft. Your homework voice should match your in-class voice.

Specific detail requirement: Include at least two specific moments from the creation process that only
you experienced (e.g., "When | noticed the shadow under the jaw was reading flat, I..."). Generic
statements like "l worked hard" or "l used various techniques" are red flags.

Revision narrative: Describe one thing you changed after critique or self-assessment and why.
Teacher conference: Be ready to discuss any sentence from your draft in a 2-minute check-in. If you
can't explain what you meant or how you arrived at an idea, you'll rewrite that section.
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